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our trading framework with our neigh-
bors would send that number even 
higher, generate more wealth here at 
home, and create an estimated 176,000 
new American jobs. 

It is no wonder that so many Ken-
tuckians and so many people around 
the country want Washington to get it 
done. I hear from everybody, from fam-
ily farming operations to midsize man-
ufacturers, to Fortune 500 firms, such 
as UPS and Toyota, that employ thou-
sands and thousands in my State. All 
of them want this fairer, better playing 
field in trade with Canada and Mexico. 

In a little more than a week from 
now, it will have been a full year since 
President Trump signed the draft 
agreement along with the leaders of 
Canada and Mexico—1 full year—but 
for months now, this generational 
agreement has been sitting on ice over 
in the House of Representatives. 
Speaker PELOSI has refused to allow a 
vote. 

In public, House Democrats insist 
and insist that they care about more 
things than simply impeaching the 
President. They insist that they want 
to work together and legislate, but ac-
tions speak louder than words, and ap-
parently, thus far, House Democrats 
have preferred to block 176,000 new jobs 
for American workers rather than put 
impeachment aside and get along with 
the White House for 5 minutes. It ap-
pears there is no governing priority— 
no matter how bipartisan, no matter 
how beneficial to American families— 
that will not take a backseat to im-
peachment. 

Month after month, every time she 
has been asked about this subject, the 
Speaker of the House has offered the 
same empty rhetoric. She is always 
close to allowing the vote. Her con-
ference is always ‘‘almost there, al-
most there,’’ but we have been almost 
there for months and months with no 
outcome in sight. Lots of talk but zero 
results. 

Back in February, the Speaker was 
asked about the USMCA. She said, 
‘‘I’m optimistic.’’ That was last Feb-
ruary. 

We heard the same thing in May and 
in June. ‘‘We want to pass this bill.’’ 
We heard the same thing through the 
summer and in September and in Octo-
ber. ‘‘Every day we’re becoming clos-
er,’’ she said. A few weeks ago the 
Speaker said: ‘‘I think we are close . . . 
the last mile,’’ and she called this ‘‘the 
easiest trade deal that we’ve ever 
done.’’ A few days ago, the Speaker in-
sisted, yet again, a vote was ‘‘immi-
nent.’’ That was a few days ago. 

This has been the House Democrats’ 
wild goose chase. This is what our 
American families, American job cre-
ators, and our partners in Mexico and 
Canada have had to put up with. Every 
time the Trump administration meets 
the Speaker halfway, she tries to move 
the goal post another 10 yards. She lit-
erally has not even updated her own 
talking points since Valentine’s Day— 
textbook obstruction. 

Just in case anybody did not yet un-
derstand that the real roadblock here 
is partisan politics, I understand the 
Speaker hosted Richard Trumka yes-
terday, head of the AFL–CIO, a power 
player in leftwing Big Labor. He came 
to the Capitol to quell the uprising of 
the Democrats’ own Members who 
can’t believe this thing still hasn’t 
passed. How ironic. We are talking 
about a trade deal that would create 
more American jobs, and Democrats 
are considering outsourcing their judg-
ment to Big Labor special interests, 
who, to my recollection, have not sup-
ported a single major trade deal in liv-
ing memory. 

Let’s get this straight. It sounds like 
the head of the AFL–CIO—an organiza-
tion that has never supported any 
trade agreement—is now the guy who 
gives the go-ahead on USMCA? We are 
talking about a trade deal, and Demo-
crats are considering outsourcing their 
own jobs to the head of AFL–CIO—real-
ly? I wish I were making this up. 

Reporters got ahold of the chairman 
of the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee yesterday, and he literally said 
the deal would move forward ‘‘if we can 
get Richard Trumka to agree.’’ So the 
head of the AFL–CIO—an organization 
that has never supported a trade agree-
ment—is now the guy who has to 
green-light the USMCA, which would 
create 176,000 American jobs. No won-
der they have a problem in the House. 
The chairman of the Ways and Means 
Committee literally said that this 
major trade agreement will move for-
ward only if this major Democratic 
campaign contributor gives them per-
mission. 

Well, it appears that even some 
House Democrats are getting fed up 
with the absurdity. Here is what one of 
them said yesterday: 

[Trumka] still says we’re at the five yard 
line. . . . So it feels like we’ve been at the 
five yard line for a while. 

No kidding. This is the biggest oppor-
tunity the House Democrats have had 
in the entirety of their first year in 
power to do something significant and 
substantive for American families—to 
actually pass something new and real 
that can become law and strengthen 
our Nation. In other words, the USMCA 
is House Democrats’ final exam for 
their whole first year in power. And 
unless something turns around very 
quickly, after nearly a year of happy 
talk and empty promises, their leader-
ship seems determined to flunk that 
exam. All impeachment, all the time— 
and even the most obvious win for 
American workers and small businesses 
gets blocked. That will be Democrats’ 
progress report if USMCA goes no-
where. Obviously, I hope that is not 
how this story ends. 

Mexico has passed it. Canada is wait-
ing on us. I believe a bipartisan major-
ity of the Senate is ready to pass it. 
Our workers, our job creators, and our 
neighbors are just waiting on Speaker 
PELOSI. This is no time to kill a na-
tional victory out of political spite. 

This is no time to outsource your judg-
ment to special interests. The Speaker 
should allow a vote, and the House 
should send us the USMCA. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Barbara Lagoa, 
of Florida, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Eleventh Circuit. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 

The Democratic leader is recognized. 
APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, with 
government funding set to expire to-
morrow, the House of Representatives 
passed a continuing resolution yester-
day to fund the government through 
December 20. It is now up to the Senate 
to pass the continuing resolution with-
out much fuss and send it to the Presi-
dent’s desk before the deadline. 

As the Republican leader and I work 
to set the time for that vote, we must 
look ahead. The continuing resolution 
will give appropriators additional time 
to get a bipartisan appropriations proc-
ess back on track before the end of the 
year. The Senate has been able to proc-
ess several noncontroversial appropria-
tions bills, bipartisan, but several more 
can’t move forward until the Demo-
crats and the Republicans both all 
agree on the allocations. You can’t do 
it with one party. That leads to trou-
ble. In recent days, we have made some 
progress, and I hope the talks between 
both sets of appropriators—House and 
Senate, Democratic and Republican— 
will continue in good faith and in ear-
nest after we finish the continuing res-
olution. 

At the same time, there are several 
very important issues the Democrats 
are trying to address in the continuing 
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